Friday, January 30, 2026

6:00 pm Opening Night Reception

7:15 pm It’s Dorothy!

Dorothy Gale has traveled far beyond
the Yellow Brick Road, becoming one
of the most enduring figures in
American storytelling. It’s Dorothy!
offers a lively, visually rich exploration of how this iconic character
has been reinvented for more than a century, from Judy Garland's
landmark performance to countless contemporary reimagining.
Through interviews with performers, cultural commentators, and
queer icons, the film reveals why Dorothy continues to resonate with
those who have ever felt like outsiders seeking connection. Director
Jeffrey McHale celebrates her legacy as a symbol of hope, resilience,
and chosen family.

Awards: Audience Award, Chicago LGBTQ+ International Film Festival

9:25 pm Q&A with Jeffrey McHale,

Writer, Director
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Saturday, January 31, 2026

1:00 pm Celebrate the Shorts

Gender Reveal, Big Bass, Take Care, Mean Goals, The Last
Story on Earth, The New Gardener

3:00 pm The Secret of Me

This powerful documentary follows
Jim Ambrose as he discovers he was
born intersex, a truth concealed by
doctors and family under the influ-
ence of a now-discredited medical
theory. What begins as a personal search for clarity expands into an
exposé of a systemic practice that imposed gender assignments on
thousands of children without consent. Through personal testimo-
ny, archival footage, and expert insight, director Grace Hughes-
Hallett highlights the human cost of these interventions while
honoring the resilience of the intersex community. The Secret of Me
becomes both a personal journey and a call for bodily autonomy.

Awards: Out in the Silence Award, Frameline; Best Documentary,
Outshine Film Festival; Jury Award, SXSW Film Festival
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The Desperado LGBTQ+ Film Festival is supported, in part by the
City of Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture.
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Saturday, January 31, 2026 continued

Row of Life

Row of Life follows the extraordinary
journey of Angela Madsen, Marine
veteran,  Paralympian,
World Record-setting ocean rower,
and trailblazing gay athlete, as she
prepares for her most ambitious challenge: a solo row from Los
Angeles to Hawaii. The film showcases Angela’s fierce determina-
tion, from overcoming hardship to becoming a global force in
adaptive sports. Alongside her wife, Debra, she readies her 20-foot
boat and embraces the emotional and physical demands of a 2,500-
mile ocean crossing. Blending intimate storytelling with bold
adventure, Row of Life celebrates resilience, love, and unstoppable
drive.

Guinness

Awards: Best Documentary, FilmOut San Diego

7:30 pm

Jimpa

Set against the vibrant backdrop of
Amsterdam, Jimpa follows filmmaker
Hannah and her nonbinary teen,
Frances, as they visit their outspoken
gay grandfather,  affectionately
known as Jimpa. What begins as a
simple reunion becomes a tender, lively exploration of how families
clash, grow, and reconnect across generations. With humor and
compassion, the film navigates conversations about identity,
language, and love as Frances imagines new possibilities and
Hannah confronts the stories she carries forward. Anchored by
standout performances from Olivia Colman and John Lithgow,
Jimpa celebrates the beautifully imperfect bonds of queer family life.



Desperado LGBTQ+ Film Festival Schedule

Friday, January 30, 2026
6:00 pm  Reception w/ Cash Bar
It’s Dorothy!

7:15 pm
9:25pm  Q&A with Jeffrey McHale

Saturday, January 31, 2026
1:00 pm Celebrate the Shorts
3:00 pm The Secret of Me
5:15pm  Row of Life
6:30 pm  Cash Bar
7:30pm  Jimpa

/ Tickets

All Access Early Bird Pass

(available until Jan. 10)

/ 1 Open to view the film descriptions. l

$25

All Access Pass

(available after Jan. 10)

$35
General Admission $12 per film
Seniors, Students, & Military $10 per film

Download the Interactive Digital Schedule at

www.desperadofilmfestival.com/
\\ flier2026.pdf /

Directions

Desperado 2026 will be held at the

Phoenix Center for the Arts
Third Street Theater in downtown Phoenix!

1202 N. 3rd Street
Phoenix, AZ 85004

From the | 10, exit 3rd Street and travel south. The
theater will be located on your right.

Ample Free Parking!

The theater is conveniently accessible by light rail
and bus routes.
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If you require special accommodations,
please call (480) 442-1825
two weeks prior to make arrangements.

17th ANNUAL

DESPERADO

LGBTQ+
FILM
FESTIVAL

Celebrate New Beginnings

JANUARY 30-31, 2026

Phoenix Center
for the Arts
Third Street

Theater

DESPERADOFILMFESTIVAL.COM

7



